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phere was gloomy in many delegations for purely mundane reasons.
The long drawn-out convention was inflating expenses to the un-
heard-of sum of $10 a day for many a delegate who could ill afford it.
Besides, some had been too busy at the active faro banks and were
cleaned out. The Pennsylvanians had chartered a special steamer, the
Keystone, expecting to pay for it by running an excursion for a large
gallery, but patronage was too light to make the $8,000 contract price.
How could this delegation meet its $2,000 deficit? Today two steamer
loads, including a majority of the northern hangers-on, must leave.
The most noticeable effect would be the elimination of practically all
northern supporters in the galleries. The hisses would now be un-
punctuated with cheers.10
Over Friday night Senator Bigler had been delegated to assume the
thankless role of peacemaker, and he was equipped with a formula
designed to save the convention. When the session opened he moved
that all the platforms be sent back to the committee, with instructions
to report back within an hour this new set of resolutions which he now
sent forward. The new formula resolved :
That the government of a territory, organized by an act of Congress, is
provisional and temporary, and, during its existence, all citizens of the
United States have an equal right to settle in the territory, without their
rights, either of person or property, being destroyed or impaired by congres-
sional or territorial legislation.
That the Democratic party stands pledged to the doctrine that it is the
duty of government to maintain all the constitutional rights of property of
whatever kind in the Territories, and to enforce all the decisions of the
Supreme Court in reference thereto.
A long and hopelessly intricate parliamentary wrangle brought a di-
vision of the question. The reports were recommitted, 152-151, against
the wishes of the clan Douglas; but then they scored by throwing
Bigler's formula out. The convention instructed the committee to re-
port something new at four o'clock that afternoon, and the delegates
hurried away to find whatever fires they could.
The committee wrangled fruitlessly until four o'clock had long gone
by and then came back with three more reports. The majority had